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Miscellaneo us. 


Mr. ILeehan thoiight that thongh we eonld not say we had yet 
reaehed an uncbaliengeable solution of the eause of autumn eolour 
in American foliage, considerations like these brought us nearer to 
the end. — Proc, AcacL Nat. Sci. PhiJad.^ Xov. 1, 1881. 

Central oplim pompilus. 

To the Editors of the Annals and Magazine of Natiiral History. 

Gextleiiex, — In your issne for this montb Dr. Giinther, when 
alluding to tbe capture of a Elackfish {Centrolophus pompilus) at the 
raoiith of tbe Colne, observes that, so far as be is aware, “tbis is tbe 
first instance known of tbe fisb baving wandered so far eastwards.” 

In 1841, one 14 incbes in lengtb was taken at Lossieinoiitb ; in 
1850 Mr. Alder rcmarkcd on ono captnred at Cullereoats, in 
Nortbnmberland ; wliile in tbe ‘ Zoologist,’ 1852 (p. 3504), Mr. 
Rudd mentions one obtained at Eedcar, in AMrkshire. 

Yonrs trnly, 

Francis Dat. 

P.S. The same example was recorded by Mr. Laver in tbe 
‘ Zoologist,’ 1882, p. 75. 

Cheltenbam, Marcb 4, 1882. 

Oa a Fcetal Kangaroo and its Alemhranes. 

P>y Henry 0. Chapman, M.D. 

Since tbe piiblication, nearly fifty ycars ago, of Prof. Owen's 
invahiable paper^ On tbe Gcncration of the Marsupial Aniinals,” 
in wbieb tlie foetal Kangaroo and membranes were first described, 
no furtber contribntion has been made to our knowledgo of this 
very important subject. Indced some natmalists at tbe prescnt 
day seein indisposed to aceept Prof. O^Yen’s statement that tbere 
is no connexion in tbe Kangaroo between tbe foetal membrane and 
tbe uterus, or, in other words, that no placenta is developed, and 
tberefore doiibt that tbe division of the ^lammalia into non-placental 
and placental is not a valid one. Even tbongb the present communi- 
ca tion sboiild not eo 11 ta in an} thing particularly new, I trust, how- 
ever, that it will not be received withont interest, if for no other 
rcason than that it confirms essentially Prof. Oweii’s descriptions. 

One woiild bave naturally suiiposed that, during the past half 
century, amoug ali tbe Kangaroos killed in Australia and opencd 
in various zoological gardens, at lea st one foetal Kangaroo would 
bave bcen fonnd. As a matter of fact, bowever, this docs not 
appear to bave been the case ; or, at least, if sneh was found, no 
record was made of it. Impressed witb this fact, I never failed to 
examine tbe generative apparatus in the female Kangaroos whicb 
dicd from time to time in tbe Philadelphia Zoological Garden, witb 
the bope that I migbt obtain an embryo. In September 1879 I 
was sneeessful, finding the specimen wbieb forms tbe subject of tbe 

* Phib Trans. 1834. 


